SRI AUROBINDO MANDIR ANNUAL

and an integration of all experience in the light of them. It is
not concerned with the realization of values. Whether values
are realized or not, is a matter of complete indifference to it.
Its attitude towards values, moreover, is not one of faith, but
one of knowledge. Of course, faith is the driving force behind
its quest, as it is behind all quests, as I have already explained.
But that quest is a quest for knowledge, and not for faith.

Can there be conflict between religion and philosophy? Of
course, there can be, as the history of the Middle Ages in Europe
has shown. But that the conflict need not be a permanent
feature of their relation with each other, is also proved by the
history of our country, where these two most vital branches of
human spiritual activity have always acted in closest co-operation
with each other. Why has this been so in our country and why
has the history of the Western countries a different story to tell?
The reason is, that in our country the values which religion held
most firmly, and in the realization of which she had intense
faith, were also those which philosophy discovered to be the
highest. Whether this was due to any pre-eslablishcd harmony
between religion and philosophy or was due only to a "gentle-
men's agreement" between them, I need not discuss. Suffice it
for me to say that the two have never quarrelled or never
quarrelled to the extent to which they did in Europe. In
Europe the conflict between them was due to the fact tliat many
ol the values which philosophy looked upon as most essential,
were cried down by religion, while, on the other hand, many
which were held in great esteem by religion were treated with
scant respect by philosophy. As examples we may mention
freedom and authority. Philosophy esteemed very highly the
value of freedom, while religion looked down upon it. So again,
authority, which was very highly prized by religion, was regarded
by philosophy as an inferior value, if not treated as a disvaluc.

Coming now to the relation between religion and ethics, the
important thing to remember is that ethics is a branch of philo-
sophy. As a branch of philosophy it is a theoretical study of
\alucs. It is not interested in the realization of values, as
reli<non is. And it does not deal with faith but with knowledge.
Its difference from philosophy is that it does not deal with all
values, but only with some special ones, called moral values.
Unfortunately, as we shall sec in the sequel, religion is some-
times confused with ethics, a confusion which is not to the
advantage of either and certainly is very much to the dis-
advantage of religion.
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